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When the Horse Arrives:
Blancpain’s 2026 Edition
of the Villeret Calendrier Chinois Traditionnel

When civilizations seek to understand time, they look to the heavens. Few cultures have
pursued this relationship with greater nuance than China, whose traditional calendar binds
solar rhythm, lunar cycles, and cosmological symbolism into a single, living system. Translating
such a conception of time into mechanical form is not merely a technical challenge, it is an
intellectual one. With the arrival of the Fire Horse in 2026, Blancpain once again turns to one
of watchmaking’s most demanding disciplines, one mastered by only a few, marking the
Manufacture’s fifteenth interpretation of the Chinese calendar and reaffirming its place at the
very summit of calendar horology.

¢ A creation at the apex of Haute

Horlogerie, for erudite collectors
and connoisseurs, expressing
Blancpain’s mastery of the most
demanding calendar complications.

Year of the Fire Horse 2026: a
limited edition of 50 platinum
pieces, distinguished by a salmon-
rose Grand Feu enamel dial and
a 22K gold rotor — designed by the
Meétiers d’Art workshop — depicting
the Horse in gallop, treading upon
a flying swallow, an invocation

of Tianma, the Heavenly Horse of
Chinese Imperial legend.

— Key takeaways —

¢ A watchmaking first and
one of Blancpain’s signature
complications: in 2012, Blancpain
achieved a world first when it
debuted its Villeret Calendrier
Chinois Traditionnel timepiece
that spanned East-West with
its combination of a complex
Chinese calendar and a Gregorian
date as well as moonphase. This
combination of complications
remains unique in the
watchmaking world. From that
beginning and each year since,
Blancpain has offered a special
limited edition recalling the legend
of the Jade Emperor summoning
twelve different animals to the
gate of his palace.

¢ An already iconic movement:

calibre 3638, the result of five
years of in-house development,
embodies one of the most complex
calendar mechanisms ever created.

Haute Horlogerie made
intuitive: five patented hidden
correctors — four discreetly placed
beneath the lugs and a fifth
integrated into the case back at 9
o'clock — not only free the flanks
of the case from adjusting dimples,
they also allow convenient and
easy fingertip setting. No tool
needed.
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Year of the Horse 2026, is a powerful
demonstration of Blancpain’s savoir-
faire. Back in 2012, Blancpain’s
movement designers devoted five
full years to develop the movement
which comprises 469 components.
Its complexity far exceeds that of a
perpetual calendar and approaches
that of a minute repeater. This
intricate construction is carried out
in Blancpain’s Le Brassus grand
complication workshop. It represents
Blancpain‘s mastery of calendar
complications.

The calendar mechanism is powered
by Blancpain’s calibre 3638 which
achieves seven-day power reserve
with three barrels. Nested in a

45.2 mm platinum case, paired with
a salmon-rose Grand Feu enamel dial

and white gold applied numerals, it
is equipped with a silicon balance

spring.

Created to mark the arrival of the
Fire Horse on February 17t%, 2026,
this limited edition of 50 pieces
introduces a new visual expression
— a salmon-rose Grand Feu enamel

dial, the first of its kind at Blancpain.

The Villeret Calendrier Chinois
Traditionnel thoroughly respects the
classic signature elements defining
the Villeret collection’s understated
aesthetics: a round double-stepped
case; a grand feu enamel dial with
its chapter ring composed of gold
appliques, and painted enamel
indications transferred before the
firing process; as well as the main
hands shaped like slightly hollowed
leaves. In addition, with the blued

steel Gregorian date hand appearing
in the traditional serpentine form,
Blancpain recalls 18th century
watchmaking tradition.

The Climax

of Calendar Watchmaking

In China, time is traditionally
measured through two parallel
systems: the solar-based Gregorian
calendar and the traditional Chinese
calendar, a lunisolar system governed
by the movements of both the sun
and the moon. Unlike the Gregorian
calendar, the Chinese calendar is
structured around lunar months. Its
years may contain 12 or 13 months;
months themselves may be 29 or
30 days; and leap months appear

at irregular intervals. Layered onto
this temporal framework are the
cycles of the twelve zodiac animals,
the five elements, and the dual
forces of Yin and Yang, together

forming a vast, interlocking 60-year
cycle. The mysticism of the Chinese
calendar is displayed with an array
of four dedicated hands, a window
for the Zodiac, and a window for
the leap month. Together these set
out the Chinese hours (120 minutes
in length); the 60-year cycle of the
elements and Yin/Yang; the 12-year
cycle of the Zodiac; the Chinese
days, month and leap months. The
Gregorian date is indicated via a
traditional serpentine hand. Likewise,
the moon phase is classically
presented in a window at six o'clock.

When Blancpain first unveiled the
Calendrier Chinois Traditionnel

in 2012, it achieved a world first:
the only wristwatch capable of
displaying this ancient, living system
while simultaneously integrating the
Gregorian date and moon phase.
With no historical mechanism to




draw upon, every solution had to be
conceived from first principles.

Reading Time, East and West

Despite its extraordinary complexity,

the display remains remarkably

legible:

® 12 o’clock: Chinese double hours
and zodiac sign

* 3 o’clock: the five elements with
Yin/Yang

* 6 o’clock: moon phase, a
Blancpain signature since 1983

¢ 9 o’clock: Chinese lunar days and
months, including leap month

¢ Around the dial: Gregorian date,
indicated by a blue serpentine
hand

Calendar Setting System
Mechanical calendar movements
require correctors to set and reset
their indications. Blancpain’s
ingenious solution places these
correctors discreetly under the lugs,

where they are easily accessible yet
completely invisible when the watch
is worn. The Villeret Calendrier
Chinois Traditionnel features five
patented under-lug correctors, all
operable with a fingertip, enabling
rapid adjustment of the calendar
indications. The crown allows direct
setting of the zodiac and elements
within the 60-year cycle. Thanks

to a fully secured and protected
movement, all correctors can be
activated safely at any time of day
without risk of damage.

The Horse: Power, Motion, Myth
For 2026, Blancpain’s Métiers d'Art
workshop has brought the Horse
to life on the 22K gold, frosted

and micro-textured winding rotor.
It appears in full gallop, treading
upon a flying swallow - a poetic
reference to Tianma, the heavenly
steed of Chinese imperial legend.
The composition evokes speed,

endurance, and unrestrained energy,
qualities traditionally associated with
the Fire Horse.

A natural ruby and the Chinese
characters for horse and fire
complete the rotor, transforming

a functional component into a
symbolic artwork visible through the
sapphire case back.

This is not a watch created to follow
a trend, nor to commemorate a
passing year. It is the continuation
of a watchmaking philosophy that
places knowledge, culture, and
mechanical integrity above all else.
With the Year of the Horse 2026
edition, Blancpain reaffirms that
when calendars reach their most
demanding expression, Haute
Horlogerie finds its ultimate climax in
Le Brassus.

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS

Villeret Calendrier Chinois Traditionnel
Ref. 0888 3432E 55B

Movement: Blancpain Manufacture calibre 3638
Functions: Hours, minutes, Chinese calendar
(double hours, days and months — including
leap month —, the five elements, Yin/Yang,
zodiac signs), Gregorian date, moon phase

Winding: Automatic

Power Reserve: 168 hours (7 days), 3 barrels
Dimensions: 32.00 x 8.30 mm

Frequency: 4 Hz (28,800 vph)

Jewels: 39

Components: 464

Case: Platinum

Crystal and Case Back: Sapphire crystal
Water Resistance: 3 bar (30 metres)
Diameter: 45.20 mm

Thickness: 15.10 mm

Lug to lug: 52.00 mm

Lug width: 23.00 mm

Dial: Salmon-rose Grand Feu enamel
Hands: Leaf-shaped
Indexes: 18 ct white gold

Straps: Brown leather
Buckle: Pin buckle

Limited Edition: 50 pieces
Price: 81,000 CHF

Warranty: 5 years
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